
Now we are two!
On September 19th, the hospice celebrates its 2nd birthday. The Knight family were the first family to use the 
end of life facilities at Bluebell Wood, and tell their story here.

“Our daughter Emma was diagnosed with a non-malignant brain tumour in 2004. In 
the later stages of her illness, Emma went blind and was unable to walk, but she was 
always smiling. She loved clothes, having her nails painted, colouring and doing 
word searches. She was a Sheffield Wednesday fan, loved Rother Valley Country Park 
and going to Crystal Peaks. 

Emma's consultant told us about Bluebell Wood 2 years into her illness. When Emma 
started getting poorlier she didn't sleep well so we were up and down with her in the 
night. Bluebell Wood did a night shift once a week, which meant we could get one 
night a week's full sleep. As Emma deteriorated, the Bluebell Wood nurses were 
there for us 40 hours a week. She needed a lot of care, but it was nice that she knew
the nurses and they knew her by then. The weekend that Emma passed away, the 
nurses were there with us.  The care we received was second to none and the nurses could explain the 
different things that were happening to Emma at different times. When she passed away, Emma was taken 
to the Forget Me Not suite at Bluebell Wood. She had all the teddies and photos from her room around her, 
and her favourite yellow bedding on the bed. She loved Westlife, so we played that in the room constantly.  

The Forget Me Not suite allowed all our family and friends to say goodbye to Emma, and we could be with 
her all the time. It was especially good for our younger daughter Katie, as it made her realise that Emma 
was alright- just asleep. Katie had the time with Emma that she needed, and we did too. It's much better 
that your child isn't just taken away from you, like they would be at hospital, the surroundings aren't clinical, 
and you can see they are at peace. Emma looked like she wasn't poorly any more, all the pain had gone. 

Bluebell Wood helped with Emma's service, and suggested things which we wouldn't have thought of but 
really helped us afterwards. Even though it was a sad time for us, we have happy memories of Emma 
being at Bluebell Wood. It was the worst time of our lives but it could have been a lot worse without
Bluebell Wood".

To celebrate our 2nd birthday, we are asking people to donate a £2 coin to help families like the 
Knights. The coins can be dropped off at any of our 6 shops, or “virtual coins” can be donated via our 
online shop. Why not collect coins from your friends and neighbours and then send us a cheque for 
the total amount raised?

2

News and events from Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice - September 2010 Registered Charity No. 1076958

e the first family to use the 

In 
was 

ark 

ma 
he 

ew

ses could explal iin t thehe 
away, Emma was taken 

m her room around her, 

2

Siblings Group
Our new sibling group is especially for brothers 
and sisters of the poorly children and young 
people who use Bluebell Wood. The siblings 
group meets once a month and provides 
practical and emotional support to children; 
helping them deal with their issues and 
feelings about their sibling who has a life limiting 
condition. We continue to work with siblings for 2 years after 
they are bereaved. The group provides a safe supporting environment for children to share and also 
havefun! Previous activities by the group include visits to football clubs, to the police dog training facility, a 
creative writing workshop, and fun days with face painting and arts and crafts. We are looking for 
opportunities for further days out for the sibling group. If you know anyone who would sponsor a day out or 
have any suggestions for fun places to go, please contact Lynne Barnett at the hospice.  

Pass it on
When you have finished reading this newsletter, please pass it on to a friend or
pop it through a neighbour’s door to help spread the news about Bluebell Wood.

Contact Information
Call us on: 01909 517 360
email us at: info@bluebellwood.org
write to us at:
Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice,
Cramfit Road, North Anston,
Sheffield S25 4AJ

Meet a volunteer - Janet
I started my volunteering work for Bluebell Wood in the Worksop Support Group,
involved with activities such as staffing stalls, selling raffle tickets and helping
at fund-raising events. 

For a while that was the limit of my volunteering, until the hospice opened a
shop in Worksop. I became the shop’s ‘Saturday girl’ (not bad for someone
pushing retirement!) and still fulfil that role today; sorting and tagging clothes,
and helping out on the tills.

When the hospice opened its doors to the first children I welcomed the chance to get even more involved, 
and became a volunteer receptionist, doing a full day every Monday. Apart from welcoming callers and 
answering the phone, I do a range of admin tasks and anything else I can to help. 

What do I get out of volunteering at Bluebell Wood? Well, I have met some lovely people and made new 
friends. I get the satisfaction of being part of a team, working together to care for the children and families 
who need the help and support only the hospice can give. I get to eat the lovely dinners that the chefs 
prepare, and the yummy cakes to go with the cups of tea! I hope that in some small way I make things 
easier for the people who matter... the children and families who use the hospice.

If there is anyone reading this who thinks they might be able to volunteer I would say “Go for it”. With help 
needed from cleaning to gardening to helping with administration, there are always jobs to be done. 
People may think a hospice is going to be a sad and sorrowful place, but that is certainly not the case at 
Bluebell Wood. Its motto is “Living with love and laughter” and all those who work there – volunteers 
included – would definitely say this is true. Why not find out for yourself?
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Get fit! 
Why not sign up to participate in

a marathon, half marathon or 10k 

run this year? There’s a full list of 

events across the region on our 

website and running for a good 

cause is fantastic motivation to

keep you training through the 

winter months.  
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Volunteer
If you have some time to 
spare, we always need 

volunteers to help out at our 
shops, bag packing or at 

events across the region. If you 
could spend a few hours a 
week helping us out, then 

contact Sandra on 
01909 517360

for more details.  

Woodlands walk
Keswick to Barrow

Our thanks to members of Woodlands 
Fitness Club in Dronfield who completed the 
Keswick to Barrow walk for Bluebell Wood, 

walking a whopping 43 miles in 12 hours and 
44 minutes. There were a few blisters and 

aching muscles at the end of the walk, but the 
team completed the challenge in style, 

and raised £2,462 for the hospice.

For more thank you’s from us, 
visit our Thanks page at 

www.bluebellwood.org/thanks

Muriel’s Wedding
A modern love story between two 
pensioners this summer led to a 
gift of over £300 for Bluebell 
Wood Children’s Hospice.  
Muriel and Harry, aged 75, 
met over the internet last year, 
and after a whirlwind courtship 
of 9 months, married in Rawmarsh 
in June surrounded by their families. 
The generous happy couple asked guests 
to make donations to Bluebell Wood instead 
of buying wedding gifts. We would like to 
wish Muriel and Harry a very long and 
happy marriage and thank them for their 
kind donation.

Who dares… raises £8000 for Bluebell Wood
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19 plucky volunteers spent a weekend with members of UK 
Special Forces this summer in a secret countryside location, 
learning a range of survival tricks. The brave 19 endured long 
hikes, interrogation techniques and even built their own shelters 
to sleep in on the 2 day event. As well as a unique experience, 
the participants collected a fantastic sum to help children in this 
region. If you would be interested in taking part in an SAS Life 
Survival event for Bluebell Wood, call 01909 517 365.

Light up a Life
This time of year is naturally a time of celebration and reflection for all   
families. Be part of our Light up a Life campaign this year and remember   
your loved ones with us. For every Light up a Life dedication to the hospice   
this Christmas, we will enter the names of your loved ones into our Book   
of Light, available to view at All Saint’s Church, Laughton-en-le-Morthern   
from 13th December until Twelfth night. There is no minimum donation   
but for donations over £10 we will send you one of our star lanterns    
(pictured) which can be decorated with special messages. We will be   
holding a Service of Light at All Saint’s Church on 13th December at 7pm.

Win £1000WWWWWWWWWWW 0000000nn £10000000WWWWWWW 00n £
Join the Bluebell Wood lottery 
and for just £1 you could win 

up to £1000 every week. With 
a second rollover prize which
at the time of going to press 
was over £2000, a 3rd prize 
of £50 and 10 x 4th prizes of 
£10 Love2Shop vouchers,

enter now at 
www.bluebellwood.org

or call 01909 517 360 to join.

Dates for your diary
Sept 1st - Our Christmas cards and gifts go on sale, including a card designed by Jamie, one of the 
children who visits the Hospice. Make sure to get yours early whilst stocks last.

Oct 2nd - Open Day
Come and join us from 10am to 4pm for a fantastic chance to see inside the Hospice and learn how the 
money you raise really does make a difference to the families who stay with us. Entry is £3 and includes a 
cup of tea and slice of cake. 

Nov XXth - Jail ‘n’ Bail
Our popular Jail n Bail event is back! With spaces limited, sign up now to spend a day in the cells at 
Doncaster Marshgate Prison. Armed with only a mobile phone and your charm, you have to make £500 
bail before we’ll let you out again! 

Dec 13th - Light up a life
We’re holding a service of light at All Saint’s Church, Laughton-en-le-Morthern at 7pm.

Dec 17th - Last date to get Super Draw tickets back to us

Jan 7th - The winning ticket will be drawn for our Super Draw, and someone will win a brand new Fiat 500. 
Make sure you’re in with a chance to win by getting your tickets now at www.bluebellwood.org or calling 
01909 517 360.

Feb 18th - Bake a cake day
Bake a cake day is back! Whether your favourite is Lemon Drizzle or Victoria Sponge, get baking on this day 
and sell slices of your cake to friends, family and colleagues in a tasty way to raise money for the Hospice.

Mar 19th - 20th - Spring Clean for Bluebell!
Prepare for the first day of Spring by taking part in our big clear up! Bag up all those clothes you never 
wear, books you’ve already read and ornaments that just gather dust and bring them down to one of our 
shops. If you’ve more than ten bags we’ll pick them up for you.

For the latest events from Bluebell Wood, download our what’s on guide from the website, or call 01909 517 360

Resolve to help Bluebell Wood in 2011
Have you made a New Year’s resolution yet for 2011?  If not, 
here are some ideas for resolutions we had that would help 
the hospice at the same time.

 

  

Ways to support Bluebell Wood
There are lots of ways you can support Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice. Why not hold your own 
fundraising event? You can save stamps and printer cartridges for us to recycle, or take one of our loose 
change boxes to put any spare pennies in. For more ideas on how you could help the hospice go to 
www.bluebellwood.org

Charity Events raise £20,000
The Mayors of Sheffield and Rotherham and the Chair of N.E. Derbyshire District Council all chose Bluebell 
Wood as their nominated charity for their year of office during 2009/2010 and raised over £20,000 in total 

for our charity. Thanks to them and to everyone who supported their events throughout the year.
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