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PRESS RELEASE 

1st September 2010 
Bluebell Wood child designs Christmas card for hospice

Jamie Keeling, aged 2, has designed a special Christmas card which will go on sale to raise funds for Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice this Christmas. 
Jamie, who has Menkes Disease, is a regular visitor to the hospice, and painted a picture of Rudolph the Reindeer using both his hands and his feet.  Jamie was born in October 2007, and in January 2009, a couple of months after his first birthday, doctors discovered he had the rare Menkes Disease. 

Menkes Disease is a genetic disorder that, according to one European study, affects approximately 1 child in every 250,000. The disease only affects boys. Menkes prevents Jamie from being able to absorb copper into his body in the same way that other children can.  This in itself does not sound like a big deal, however, copper is essential for development.  To learn more about Jamie go to www.jamiekeeling.co.uk 
The cards designed by Jamie are on sale from now until Christmas, along with Bluebell Wood’s full range of Christmas cards and gifts and can be bought from any of the 6 Bluebell Wood shops in the region, online at www.bluebellwood.org or by mail order by calling 01909 517 360.  
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Ends 
Notes to editors

Each year Bluebell Wood needs to raise £2.5 million to deliver our services and we receive no statutory Government funding.

Currently the Bluebell Wood care team provide support to nearly one hundred children and their families in South Yorkshire, North Derbyshire, North Nottinghamshire and North Lincolnshire.  This number is growing with new referrals every week.

After working with families in the community for two years, Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice proudly opened its doors to children with life limiting conditions on 19th September 2008.  The Hospice offers 24 hour care to children on a one to one basis.  It also allows families to stay with us to have a break, often the first one they may have had in years.
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