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PRESS RELEASE 

29th October 2010 

Doncaster woman celebrates centenary by donating to Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice
Mary Bell celebrates her hundredth birthday on Christmas Day, and has decided that instead of receiving gifts from friends and relations, she would like them to give donations to Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice. 
Mary, who has lived in Doncaster all her life, is descended from the founder of jewellers firm Bell Brothers and was a teacher at the Yorkshire Residential School for the Deaf for many years. Her hundredth Christmas will be very different from her first.  Back in 1910 there was no Queen’s Speech, and the lights on the Christmas tree were real candles.  She has seen Christmas traditions change through the decades and says, “Playing charades at my uncle’s house on Boxing Day was the social highlight of the festive season.”
Mary  was born before the start of the First World War during which her father was away for four years of her early childhood. She vividly remembers him coming home from India.  Mary’s gesture and the generous donations from her friends and relations will help children in the region who aren’t expected to reach adulthood enjoy a lifetime of love and laughter.  Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice receives no statutory government funding, and it costs £2.5 million every year to keep supporting children in this area.
If you are celebrating a special birthday this year, and would like friends and family to donate to Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice instead of receiving gifts, please call our fundraising team on 01909 517 365, who will be able to supply you with slips to put into invitations or cards. 
Ends 
Notes to editors

Each year Bluebell Wood needs to raise £2.5 million to deliver our services and we receive no statutory Government funding.

Currently the Bluebell Wood care team provide support to over one hundred children and their families in South Yorkshire, North Derbyshire, North Nottinghamshire and North Lincolnshire.  This number is growing with new referrals every week.

After working with families in the community for two years, Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice proudly opened its doors to children with life limiting conditions on 19th September 2008.  The Hospice offers 24 hour care to children on a one to one basis.  It also allows families to stay with us to have a break, often the first one they may have had in years.
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