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PRESS RELEASE 

27th October 2010 

Bluebell Wood mum is named top fundraiser in Sheffield Half Marathon
Rona Pemberton has raised £3,000 sponsorship for her efforts in running the Sheffield Half Marathon. This amazing amount scooped Rona the award for the largest amount raised by any individual running for charity. 
Rona’s son Sam spent many hours of happiness at Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice.  Rona said “ Sam was a happy, smiling baby despite having an extremely rare genetic condition called “I Cell”.  This meant that he retained a lot of used cells the rest of us continually get rid of.  These cluttered his body, affecting all his major organs and his ability to breathe and eat.  He needed constant medical supervision.   Sam was one of the first children to stay at Bluebell Wood.  Here, he got the care he needed, and we got support as a family.  Our daughter Freya was able to have fun, play with the toys and get some of the attention she had missed out on, whilst we could spend some quality time together as a family.  Sam passed away in December 2009, aged 2.  Whilst his life was tragically short it overflowed with quality and our family have many beautiful memories of our time spent at Bluebell Wood. “
She added “I signed up for the half marathon weeks after Sam’s death.  I am not sporty and being house bound for two years, whilst caring for Sam, meant that this was a complete shock to my system.  When I began training I struggled to run one mile and I was sure I had taken on too much!  But every step I ran was in memory of my strong and beautiful boy.  Knowing that I could give something back to Bluebell is so important for all my family, as without their support and expertise our lives would have been so much harder.  These thoughts kept me going.
I was amazed I managed to run the whole 13 miles without stopping.  The support on the way round was wonderful, it was a fantastic experience.  To be raising money for Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice, for families like my own, was very emotional for me as I know how much the service is needed.   Every penny is spent wisely and the children and their families are at the centre of every decision that’s made.   I am very proud to be able to give something back to such a wonderful charity.”
Entries for the Sheffield Half Marathon2011 are open now- if you would like to run in this or any other event for Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice; go to www.bluebellwood.org/running for details of how to apply or more information. 
Ends 
Notes to editors

Each year Bluebell Wood needs to raise £2.5 million to deliver our services and we receive no statutory Government funding.

Currently the Bluebell Wood care team provide support to nearly one hundred children and their families in South Yorkshire, North Derbyshire, North Nottinghamshire and North Lincolnshire.  This number is growing with new referrals every week.

After working with families in the community for two years, Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice proudly opened its doors to children with life limiting conditions on 19th September 2008.  The Hospice offers 24 hour care to children on a one to one basis.  It also allows families to stay with us to have a break, often the first one they may have had in years.
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